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Important SECRET, Ec. 
* 'GonTLEMEN, 


F r ER ſo many ſolid Bae 
bleretofore aſſigned by the Mi- 
niſters of the Republick for not 
entering into any new offenſive 
Alliance | in ſo critical a Conjuncture as the 
Preſent, it would ſeem unneceſſary to add 
any thing on the Subject: But ſince the 
uncommon Eagerneſs with which ſuch an 
Alliance is {till preſſed, requires a clear and 
definite Anſwer, it becomes incumbent on 
thoſe in the Direction of publick Affairs 
here, not only to give ſuch a final Anſwer, 
but their Reaſons at large for their Diſin- 
clination to the contractiug any new En- 
— that might precipitate the Re- 
publick 


Maſſieurt, applied, in the French Lan 


equally to the Nobles and Commoners when ed 
in publick Diſcourſes. 


('2 ) - 
publick into Meaſures of Violence and Ex- 
pence, without any Views of advancing ei- 
ther the immediate Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, or that of her Hungarian Majeſty, 
whom it is inſinuated the proferred Alli- 
ance is calculated to ſupport. The Defe- 
rence due to the auguſt Princes from whom 
the Overture comes; and the high Eſteem 

in which we hold the noble Perſonage laſt 
come to us upon the Errand, , require that 

our Refuſal of the Alliance in queſtion 
ſhould be fo juſtified, as that not only the 


Nations immediately concerned, but all 


Europe may perceive the Rectitude of our 


Conduct, from the Force of our Reaſons! in : 
ſupport of it. 5 ; 


I am ſorry, for many Reaſons, that this 


arduous tho' neceſſary Taſk has been af- | 


ſigned to me; who, of all my Colleagues, 
aw the leaſt qualified for a Diſquiſion of ſo 
delicate a Nature; but that which heigh- 
tens my Anxiety the moſt is, that I ſhall 
be obliged to ſpeak Truths, which I could 
wiſh to be diſpenſed from ſpeaking in the 
| Preſence of ſome whoſe Conduct I cannot 
* approve of as highly as I honour their Per- 
ſons. But tho' the Nature of my Subject 
requires I ſhould explain myſelf with Free- 
dom, I ſhall carefully avoid all perſonal Re- 
gection, a Caution, which, * am rey: to 


(3) 


fay, has not been obſerved with regard to the | 
chief Miniſters of the Republick, during 


the Courſe of this long Negotiation. 


Tho' we Dutchmen, whether from Diſ- : 
cretion or Phlegm, hold or ſeem to hold a 


deaf Ear to all Tale-Bearers, yet are not 


we the leſs acquainted with the ſecret Ca- 
lumnies of them who make us openly the 
warmeſt Profeſſions. But, Gentlemen, I 
hope to make it evident to the World that 
no French Gold, the Dread of a Stadtholder, + 
nor that of being trip d of Power, have had 
any the leaſt Influence on our Conduct in 
not chiming in with the YV:ews of a neigh- 
bouring Miniſiry, who, if we may allow 
them to have any Views at all, are ſuch 

only as regard their own private Intereſt. 
As my Intention is as general as my Ex- 


preſſion, I hope none here preſent will do 
me the Injuſtice to * me of glancing 
at him in particular. 


If from what 1 ſhall ſay on the Subject 


of the propoſed Alliance, it ſhall appear to 


be deſtructive of the Tranquility, Trade 


and Intereſt of the Republick,, I hope our 


Diſapprobation of it won't be imputed to 


either the Influence or Gold of aon I 


won't take upon me to charge either the. 


late or preſent Miniſters of L——7 with 


being Penfioners to that Crown; but ! ſay, 
| A2 | that 


1 


that they cooll not have ſerved her more | 
. efficaciouſly had they taſted liberally of ber 
Bounties. I believe none of this Company 
will diſpute the implicit Reſgnation of all 
the Britiſh Miniſters except the preſent, 
ſince the Acceſion of the Fi gow Royal 
Line, to the Deſires, I may ſay y, Commands 
of France. The Matter is too ſelf-evident 
to be controverted : The only Doubt that 
remains is with regard to the preſent Mini- 
' firy, who would be thought the Terror of 
France and the Champions of their own 
Country; but ſhould it appear, as J hope 
to be able to make it, from the Conduct of 


the new Miniſtry, that they were no leſs 


under French Influence than the late, 1 wh 
may be allowed, that they of all Men had' 
the leaſt Right to charge others with being 
what the World take themſelves to be, ei- 
ther the Dupes or Pen/ioners of France. 
The Expreſſion may be thought harſh; but 5 
it is by thoſe only who are unacquainted 
with the late ſecret Arts made uſe of to ir- 
ritate our Commonalty againſt their Su- 
periors. | 
But the being Penſioners to France is 
not the only Charge induftriouſly whiſper- 
ed againſt the Minifters of the Republick. = 
The Dread of a Stadtbolder is imputed to 
them as the moſt heinous Crime. How. 


great 


4” 


great has been the Pains, how refined the 
Addreſs, to inſpire the People, on this 


Head, with Sentiments injurious to the- 


Honour and Probity of thoſe in the Ad- 


minſtration of our Affairs. They have 


been painted in ſuch-odious colour as but 
too plainly ſhewed a ſecond unnatural Sa- 
crifice was recommended and expected. 


However . neceflary ſuch à Chief as a 
Stadtholder may have been deemed by our 


Anceſtors. in the Infancy of the Republick, 


I am neither aſhamed nor afraid to declare 


that I am againſt, veſting any Perſon with a 
Power, which, in its Nature, is inconfi ſtent 
with the Freedom of a Commonwealth, 

unleſs it be in Caſes of imminent Danger 
and Neceſſity, ſuch as induced the Come. 
monwealth of Rome, before it became vici- 
ated by the Arts and Wealth of Individuals, 

to delegate ample Power to a Dictator. It 
was the Continuance of that high Power 
beyond the Danger, beyond the Time li- 
mited by the Conſtitution, which occaſion- 
ed the Loſs of Roman Liberty. Nor was 
the Continuance of the Str adholderſtip in one 
Family like to be leſs deſtructive to the Li- 
berty of this Republick. Our Annals bear 
witneſs of this Truth. How precarious 
was the Freedom of our Country when the 
Prince, Stadtholder, empriſoned fix of the 


"uy ipal 


| 

| 

1 
*, 

5 


„ 
principal Members of the Republick, and 
attempted to ſurprize Amſterdam, and, fail- 
ing, openly inveſted it with Troops intruſt- 
ed to his Command for the Safety of that 
very Commonwealth which he attempted 
to oppoſe. Such is, and ſuch always will 

be the Danger of delegating too great Power 
to an Individual; but of all Power, that 
of an Armed Force is the mo dangerous, | 
the Nature of Military Diſcipline being 
' ſuch, as ſubjects an Army implicitly to the 
Will of a Commander, 3 
But if the Pretext for the oppreſlive At- 
tempt upon our chief City, and the Con- 
finement of our Chiefs in thoſe Days be 
| conſidered, it will be the leſs oth 5 
* only Crime alledged to the Magi- 
ſtrates of Amſterdam was, that they reſolved 
upon a Reduction of the Land Forces, as 
being unneceſſary and burthenſome, and 
firmly oppoſed the Prince who, would con- 
ſtitute them without Neceſſity, for Purpo- 
ſes of no Benefit to the Republick. The 
ſudden Death of that Prince put an End at 
that Time to the dreadful Apprehenſions of 
our beſt Subjects concerning their Liberties; 
and the Revolution in England opened a 
new Channel for employing the Martial 
Genius of his Son and Succeſſor. | 


Thus 


Thus has Providence ſecured the Free- 5 
dom of the Republick from Dangers, which 


| were but two obvious and imminent in the 


Days of our Fathers; but how unnatural 
would we their Sons be, ſhould we a third 
Time riſk the Liberties of Poſterity in hopes 


of a third miraculous Deliverance ? I ſhan't 
at this time enter into the perſonal Charac- 
ter of any particular Perſon ; but certainly 

this * Letter in my Hand, which I am fa- 
tisfied is not of Dutch Manufacture, proves 


but too evidently that there are Men who 


thirſt to be above the Level of Subjects. I 
» confeſsI am againſt all ſuch Inequality from 
the Dread of the bad Uſe that might be 
made of it. And tho' in 1675 the late 


Stadt holder refuſed the Sovereignty of Guel- : 


derland, which the States of that Province 
unwiſely and unfaithfully offered to him; 
yet it was but evident that thePrince would 
have been leſs paſſive, and had not hid him- 
ſelf, like Saul, if the other Provinces had 
been as liberal and obſequious. I am not 
inclined to truſt the Freedom of my Coun- 
try to the Caprice or Ambition of any Man, 
much leſs of one preſuming on the Strength 
of an Alliance that certainly could not 


have 


® Suppoſed to be a late Letter from the Prince of 
e to the States General, concerning their, late 


- 


Military Promotions, 


| 
| 
| 
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(39) \ 
have been calculated for cultivating the ; 
Confidence of the Republick. | 
The Dread of being ſtrip'd of Pb 
or rather the Luſt of Power, is the third 
Charge privately ſuggeſted agalnſt the Mi- 
niſters of the Republick. They little know 
how greatly the Toil of Office in this Coun- 
try exceeds the Emoluments that accrue 
from it, who arraign Dutch Miniſters of 
Unfaithfulnefs to their Country in order to 
continue their Power. Tis not here as with 
thoſe who ſecretly ſeek to diſcredit us with 
our Fellow-Subjedt. We Fave no immenſe 
publick Revenue to count over a Gridiron; 


every Town in each Province having its 


own diſtinct Reccivers; and the Reveune _ 
of each applied under their own particular 
Inſpection. We have no immenſe Civil. 
Liſt Revenue neither to diſpoſe of in cor- 
rupting thoſe, who in the different Cities 
and Provinces are the Guardians of public - 
Liberty and the Truſtees of the People. 
We have not ſuch deſtructive Weapons 
put into our Hands by the Conſtitution to 
cut away the Virtue of our Countrymen or 
Freedom of our Country. There are no 
Salaries annexed to Employments here, 
that could tempt a Man to continue in Of. 
fice, but with a View of ſerving his Coun- 
try. The largeſt exceeds not + 10000 
| QGuilders 
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Guilders fer Anm; and thoſe of mot of 


the eminent Employments equal not that 
of many of your Office-Clerks in England. 


We have no Prince to make a Monopoly 5 


of; no Royal Ear to ingroſs; there is room 
for no Arts here to acquire the Confidence 
of the Diſtributor of all Employments Ci- 


vil and Military. Here is no Court to be 


paid to the darling Paſſions of any one 
Magiſtrate, No Avarice, no Unſteadineſs, 


no Weakneſs, no miſtaken Tenderneſs \ is here 


to be indulged in order to acquire Power, 
or. continue it when acquired. 5 


No; few of us ſeek Employments; but 
if we do; 'tis with a View of ſerving our 


Country, not to accumulate Wealth at her 
Expence, and that of our own Honour and 
Conſcience ; and they ate conferred by the 
Suffrage of a free, unbiaſs d, unawed Peo- 
ple, who expect no Returns but Patroniſm. 
Judge then, Gentlemen, if the Miniſters 


of the Republick have any Motives weigh 
4y enough to with to continue their Em- 


ployments at the Expence of their Honour, 
or to the Diſadvantage of their Country. 
Are there any ſuch Benefits, and ſuch Al- 
lurements in Office in this Country, as 
ſhould induce a Man of ever ſo little Senſe 


of Virtue to warp from the Duty of his 


Country, that he may contiuue his Influ- 
| | ENCE, 


(10) | 
ence. I call it Influence to diſtinguiſh It 
from Power; becauſe in reality there is no 
ſuch thing as Power lodged in any one 
Subject of this Commonwealth; and So- 
vereign, thank Heaven, we have none: 
And as for Influence, if any of the Mini- 
ſters have any, it ariſes ſolely from the 
Opinion conceived of their * and 
Wiſdom. | 

From this ſhort but faithful Portraiture 
of the Miniſterial Function here, you may 
| perceive the Juſtice of the Odium ſecret] 
endeavoured to be fixed upon thoſe in the 
Adminiſtration of our Affairs, for 3 1 3 
ing the Intereſt of the Republick, by thoſe... 
who can have no other View. but the age 1 
grandizing One of our Fellow-Subjefts, per- 

haps at the Expence of the Lives of one or 
more of the Miniſters, who may be ſup- 
poſed to ſtand in his Way to Power. 
L have, perhaps, dilated longer on this Part 
of my Subject than might be agreeable, but 
not more amply than was neceſſary, from 
late ſecret Attacks on the Characters of the 
beſt and worthieſt of our Fellow. Subjects. 

Tis an ungrateful Taſk to rake. into the 
Miſconduct of others, particularly of thoſe 
whom one is inclined, for Intereſt as well 
as Choice, to think well of; but fince 
ſpeaking without LN iS become of ab- 


ſolute 


(4%) 


| folate Neceflity i in order to juſtify the Con- 
duct on this Side of the Water, I hope I 
| ſhall ſtand excuſable, for what the Nature 


of my Subject requires I ſhould conſider 
with Plainneſs and Freedom. Here, was 
I inclined to lay open old Sores, might 1 
prove from the ſeveral Gradations of M. 
conduct in the Cabinet of J ſince 
Queen Annes Death, that the preſent 
Power of France, the Inability of-this Re- 
publick, and that of B- u itſelf, the 


Misfortunes of the Heireſs of Auſtria, and 


the Diſtractions of Europe, are not ſo much 
the Effects of Chance and French Politicks 
as of B h Blunders and Corruption. Of 
the latter, I am fatisfy'd the Miniſters of 


this Republick may be acquitted ; but I am 


ſorry I cannot ſo juſtly acquit them of 


Error in embracing too implicitly many of 


the falſe Maxims of their Neighbours ſince 
the Acce/ſions. 


The late Miniſters of the Republick, 


who alone are accountable for a miſtaken 


Deference to the Cabinet of I in the 


late Reign, might be excuſable for ſup- 
poſing that a new Family would take no 
Step to irritate or weaken the only Powers 
they could depend upon, much leſs court 
and aggrandize thoſe whom they had moſt 
Reaſon to dread and guard againſt, Our 
B 2 late 


oo 


late Stateſmen might well be deceived in 
concurring with a Court whoſe Intereſt 
was now become the fame with the Re- 
publick's. This was the Foundation they 
bailt upon in acceding to the Puadruple 
Alliance, and the Treaty of Hanover. 
Who could have imagined that a falſe Af. 
fettion for a ſmall paternal Inheritance would 
biaſs Princes, or ſeduce Men of Senſe from 
the natural Intereſt of new, pqwerful, and 
mighty Acquiſitions? But as it is often found, 
that no Maxim is more deluſive than con- 
cluding that Men will act as it is their In- 
tereſt they ſhould act, we find our late Mi- 
niſters implicitly concurring with the Court 
of L 
tural Intereſt of B 
Object in view; but, unhappily, our Coun- 
trymen were Herein egregiouſly deceived, 
They might have obſerved a robted Tender- 
neſs for H——r ; and a ſtrong Paſſion for 
extending the E | Territories. The 
might have perceived that the late Head of 
the Empire was to be weaken'd, that be 
might not have the Power to oppoſe the 
Extenſion of the Ee; and that the 
Power and Wealth of B——#z were to be 
made ſubſervient to the Views of becoming 
ſo powerful in Germany, as to be able to 
dictate there in ſpite of the Emperor. b 
But 


1, on a Suppoſition that the na- 
2 was the principal 


q ( 13) 
But the miſtaken. Prejudice of the Court 


of r in favour of H x, was not 
the only Error which ſhould have induced 
our late Miniſters, had they obſerved it, to 
avoid the Snares laid for them. They. a 
might have perceived ſuch a ſervile Dread 
of France rivetted on the Minds of the 
New Comers, as muſt neceſſarily throw the 
Ballance of Power into her Hands. In 
ſhort, they might have ſeen that every 
Meaſure of the Court of L n, ſince the 
An, had a View to extending and in- 
riching the Family Inheritance, or Ou 
and feeding the Vanity a Ambition 
France. 

Theſe fatal Errors in the Maxims of 
the Court of /, however obvious they 
ſeem to us at this Time, muſt certainly 
have cſcaped the Notice of our late Mini- 
ſters, on a Suppoſition that Britiſp Coun- 
ſellors would not have adopted them if they 
had any Tendency injurious to the Intereſt 
of their Country. But alas! the moſt in- 
excuſable Error committed by our late 
Miniſters, was, that. they miſtook for 
Judgment, the laviſh Submiſſion of venal 
Men, who, in every Inſtance fince the 
A——n, ſacrificed the Intereſt of their 


Country, to. private Gain and R — 
Smiles. 


N ay, 


(nn) 


' Nay, my L——ds, tho' you are more 


polite than to interrupt me, I can perceive 
the extraordinary Emotions which my 


laſt Expreſſions have occaſioned in your 
Breaſts. Have I advanced any Thing in 
Disfavour of your Miniſters of the late 
Reign, that their Conduct does not juſtify ? 
Shall J enumerate their Treaties; their 


Conventions for foreign Troops and Sub- 
ſidies; their Quarrels with Sweden, the 


Emperor and Spain; their mean Obſequi- 
ouſneſs to France? Shall I mention the 
numerous Inſtances in which they ſacri- 
ficed the Intereſt of their Country to that 
of a foreign Concern ? Shall I ſhew for 
what vile Purpoſes, and with what dan- 
gerous Views they had projected and ob- 
tained Laws that hourly endanger the Free- 
dom of a brave People? Shall I aſſign their 
Reaſons for continuing the National Debt, 
the exceſſive Burden of Taxes, and for en- 

creaſing the Revenue and Power of the 


Crown? My L—ds, if I deſcend to a 
minute Diſquifition of the Conduct of 


your late Minifters, you will perceive that 
]. have hitherto been more tender of them 
than they deſerved from all true F riends of 
G. . 

I wiſh that the Miniſters of: the late 


Reign were the only whoſe Conduct has 


* 
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raiſed the " "rp of all Welwiſhers 


to the Liberties of B— in particular, 


and thoſe of Europe in general. NW 


Britain is free, the Liberties of Europe ar 


ſafe; but can we ſay that her late 2 
ter, who had directed her Cabinet half the 


late Reign and all the preſent till lately, 
deſigned that his Country ſhould enjoy that 
ample Freedom which is neceſſary ſhe 


| ſhould, to ſecure the general Freedom of Eu- 


rope? N o, the moſt ſanguine of his Advo- 
cates muſt own that he intended to raiſe a 
deſpotick Power on the Ruins of the Con- 
ſtitution of his Country, or that he blun- 


| dered on, like a loaded Mule, ignorant of 


what ha: was. about, or how for he was to 


go. And tho! we on this Side the Water 


never held him for a Genius of the firſt 
Claſs, yet am I inclined to think that his 


Conduct has been owing more to Deſign 
than Ignorance. His Adminiſtration was 


too much of a Piece, too uniform not to 


have been the Work of Deſign. He ſeemed 
to have acted upon the Plan of his imme- 


diate Predeceſſor, who, without diſpute, 


intended to raiſe the Power of the Crown 
and empoveriſh and enſlave the Subject. 
If this was not the Plan by which the 


late Minifter ſhaped his Conduct; if he did 


not intend, or was not ſuſpected of intend- | 


ing 


— . p 


(16) 
ing to extend the Royal, or rather the mi- 
niſterial Power, at the Expence of the Sub- 
jet, why was he fo conſtantly and warm 
ly oppoſed by thoſe who are now cloathed 
in his miniſterial Garments? To ſay that 
they oppoſed only with a View of graſp- 
ing the Power which he ſhould be forced 
to drop, would be thinking very meanly of 
their Honour; and to ſay they oppoſed 
out of Spleen and Revenge, would be judg- 
ing as meanly of their Probity and Charity. 
So that, in Charity to the late Mrnifer's 
Opponents, or rather to that whole People 
to whom he was become odtous, we muſt : 
ſuppoſe that he intended to erect Deſpoti en 
in Violation of the antient Conſtitution of 
his Country. 

But what need we have recourſe to Sug- 
geſtions or Suſpicions with regard to the 
Intentions of that great Favourite, when 
there are ſo many Overt- Acts to prove that 
he prem:ditately defigned to {trip hisCoun- 
trymen of their Wealth and Freedom; of 
the ft, to break their high Spirits, the 
better to fit them to bear the Loſs of the 

latter; and of this, to perpetuate his own 
Power by extending that of the Crown be- 
yond the reach of the Laws. 

They who can have any doubt that the 


late Minifter deſigned the empoveriſhing 
and 


CW 
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(9) 


and enſſauing his Country, the better to 


make his own C t and ſecure his Pow- 


er, would oblige the World in aſſigning 
any other Motives for his whole Conduct. 


Had not he intended to impoveriſb his 


Country, would he have diſcouraged her 


Induſtry by unnatural Reſtraints, or con- 


tinued the exceſſive Weight of her Taxes 
during a twenty Years Tranquility ? 


Would he have openly oppoſed or ſecretly 
eluded every Propoſal for the Diſcharge of 


the weighty Debt which finks the Credit 
and Power of the Nation? 


The Engliſi Miniſtry do not, or perhaps 
will not fee that this unequal- Load is and 


always muſt bea Draw-back upon the Cre- 
dit or Influence of their Country while ſhe 
continues to be burthen'd with it. What 


Nation in Europe can reckon on Britains 


ſupporting a War againſt France with the 


neceſſary Vigour, while ſhe groans under 


the Weight of fifty Millions Kerl of Debt? 


However drain'd and impoveriſh'd France 


has been painted of late in Memorials and 


Speeches, we in theſe Provinces are too 


well acquainted with her natural and arti- 


| ficial Strength, not to dread that ſhe will, as 


in her late Wars, when ſhe had all Europe 
for Enemies, be able to wage a ten or 
twelve Years: War, if ever ſhe ſhould be 

| * forced 


(18) 

forced into ore, by either one or both 6 

Maritime Powers. In ſach caſe, what muſt 

become of Britain, that Power: which. 19 
expected will always bear the greater Part 


of the Expences of ſuch a War; what, I 


fay, muſt be her Condition then, if even 
now all Europe ſee her droop under the 
Weight of her preſent Debts, Taxes, and 
the Decay of her Trade and Induſtry? A 
French War muſt as neceſſarily occafion a 
Decreaſe of her Commerce, as an Increaſe 
of her Debts and Taxes. In ſuch a Situa- 
tion, how feeble her Efforts in the general 
Cauſe of Liberty ; how miſtaken would 
they be who ſhould reckon upon her being 
able to defray her Proportion of the Expen- 
ces of a War, which the Miſconduct of her 
Cabinet had brought upon all Europe? Is 
it not more natural to ſuppoſe, that that 
once mighty and powerful State would 
become Bankrupt in the Courſe of fo long 
and expenſive a War as that. with France 
would neceſſarily be? Would not this be 
more likely, than that ſhe would be able 
to maintain fo vigorous a War with that 
Crown as might induce her to ſue for Peace 
with Humility, as in the Days of Anne? 
I 1 ſhall hereafter have occaſion to obſerve 
upon the Motives which I think induce 
the Court of I to appear at preſent fo 
violently 
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violently earneſt to enter into a War with 
France; but in the mean time let me take 
notice, that the late Miniſter ſeemed to 
have had a View of enfeebling this Repub- 
lick as well as his own A We 
thank him, and his M ; he took us 
into. his Scheme of Poverty 10 Subjection; 
and might have ſucceeded had not the Steadi- 

neſs of our preſent Miniſters here, and his 
Opponents there baffled his Machinations. 
'Tis to the blind Concurrence of our late 
Miniſters in that Favourite s Schemes that 
one may aſcribe thoſe frequent Augmenta- 
tions of Forces and other extraordinary and 
unneceflary Expences, which we feel at 
preſent. *Tis to his Councils that we owe 
thoſe inteſtine Conuulſions which have of 
late Years been a Clogg upon the' Opera- 
tions of our Cabinet. Some of our poorer 
Provinces being wrought upon. to cry out 
for a Mafeer, the late B—b Miniſter was 
willing we ſhould all bow to an Idol of his 
chuſing. But as this particular Point has 
been hinted at before, I juſt, mention it 
now to ſhew that this Republick as well as 
his own Country was taken into that Mi- 
niſter's general Scheme. _ 8 
Had that ſheltered Favourite continued 
much longer in Power tis ſcarce to be 
doubted that he would have brought all his 
1 C3 Schemes 
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Schemes to Perfection. For where a Mi- 


niſter has the Diſpoſal of an immenſe Reve- 
nue of innumerable Employments, and 


has the Sanction of an immoveable Mr, 


and a Courtly P— t, what is it that he 
dare not undertake and may not be able to 


perfect? Happy had it been for his own 
| Country in particular, this Republick, and 


for the reſt of the Powers in Eumpe that 
wiſh to be free, had that powerful enter- 
prizing Miniſter directed his Schemes as 
much for general Happineſs as he did for 


general Miſery and Servitude ! 


Upon Recollection, I don't ktibw! but I ; 
might have been gullty of a Breach of Cha- 
rity in imputing to that great Man all the 


Miſconduct of the Cabinet which he was 


ſuppoſed to direct. For tho' it be crim- 
nal to concur in deſtructive Meaſures, yet 


as there are Degrees of Guilt, he who onl 
concurs, can't be deemed as highly criminal 


as be who lays the Plan and directs. If 
therefore the great Delinquent was under 
any Controul, he may be look'd upon as 
an Acceſſary rather than a Principal ; and 
tho'-by the Civil Law there are no Accef- 
ſaries, in Caſes of Homicide all are Princj- 
pals; * tis not ſo in reaſon, either againſt 
a ſingle Magiſtrate or the State. In theſe 
Cafes, the fit Mover is the moſt obnoxious. 


It 
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If then the Favourite was oblige to ſtcer 
by the Lights ſet up by his „ Pre- 


deceſſors in the Adminiſtration; if he was 


compell'd to Walk in the Path chalked 
out for him, he was guilty, but not ſuper- 
latively ſo. He was criminal for ſtooping 
to addreſs, or ſhrinking at Frowns ; he was 
guilty for having ſoothed the Paſſions of 
any Man or Men in violation of his Alle- 


giance to his Country, or Regard to the 


Freedom of Mankind, but iy he is leſs 
guilty than 


The Succeſſors to that great Mary 8 ben 


er may poſſibly, on the Strength of this 


Strain of reaſoning, plead the ſame Excuſe 


in bar of any Exceptions which may be 
taken to their Conduct ſince he has laid 
down. But their own Ofppaſition to the 
late Miniſter's Adminiſtration, cuts away 
all ground of Excuſe for their ſhaping their 
Conduct by his. They profeſſed to have 
founded their Oppoſition ſolely on his miſ- 


conduct : They upbraided him, and but- 


too juſtly I fear, with currupting the Le- 
giſlature, ſquandring the Revenue, and Miſ- 


employing the Strength of the Nation; 


with gratifying particular Paſſiuns and un- 
ſafe Affections; with prefering trivial Foreign 
Concerns to the moſt important Intereſt 


of W n. ; with promoting a Stand- 
ing 


| ( 22) 
ing Army, coercive Laws; and with yield- © 
ing to every Deſire, and bending before 
every Ruf of a Mind determined to be 
obeyed. 

Theſe, and many more Din built 
upon the ſame Foundation were imputed 
to that Miniſter by his Opponents, But - 
ſhould they, upon their Acceſſion to his 
Power, embrace all his Maxims, tread the 
fame Steps, blacken themſelves with all 

his Crimes, they would be the moſt un- 
pardonable of any Set of Men living: The 
late Minifter would be far leſs criminal, 
tho both were guilty of the ſame Crime. 
The Addition of Hypocriſy would fink . 
Ul them far below him in Guilt; 
| What has been fortuitouſly ſaid of the 
" late Minter and his Succeſſors ſeems to ex- 
0 act from us ſome Enquiry into the Conduct 
1 of the latter, by way of Compariſon, It 
would be ungenerous to draw out at full 
length the Portraiture of one without at- 
tempting at leaſt to etch out the Out-Lines 
ol the Picture of the others. But beſides 
this Conſideration, the Purport of our meet- 
TE ing here to Day requires that we ſhould 
+ cConſider the Conduct of Miniſters, who fo 
* earneſtly urge us toenter into new Contracts 
which threaten the Ruin of our Republick. 


If I advance any Thing without a coloura- 
ble 
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ble Penn here are thoſe who: can ſet 


me right. Far from taking ſuch Correc- 
tion amiſs, I ſhall look upon it as a Mark 


of Friendſhip and Eſteem. As my fole 
View in this Diſcuſſion is to juſtify the pre- 


ſent Conduct of the Republick, 1 ſhall not 
need to have Recourſe to Falſhood, becauſe 
from Truth alone I can borrow enough to 
anſwer my Purpoſe. 

When the late Miniſter religned, 10 
were the Affairs of Europe circumitanced ? 
What was the State of the domeſtick Af- 
fairs of his Country? After we have taken a 


curſory View of theſe Points, we will caſt 


an Eye to the preſent State of Affairs both 


at Home and Abroad. Thus ſhall it be 


ſeen whether or no Errors have been recti- 
fied and Matters have been meliorated.”” 

With the laſt Year ended, I think, that 
Miniſter's publick Influence; his Succeſſors 


beſt know if he ſtill retains any. At that 


Time the French Army under Matllebois, 

which had been invited to countenance the 
famous Neutrality for Hr, was till 
upon our Frontiers to awe and intimiidate 
us, much more than the EK e. Of 
the Paſſiveneſs of that State the Court of 
France was ſecure; but was jealous of this 
Republick; and not caring to proclaim her 
Jealouſy, took H———r into her Scheme 


for 
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for covering her Deſign. At that Time 


alſo, did the Diſtractions in Upper Ger- 
many ſubſiſt; tho it was evident, that it 
would not be difficult to reconcile the Courts 
of Berlin and Dreſden to that of Vienna. 
Had we taken the ſole Mediation upon us, 
tis probable that all the Differences of theſe 
Courts had ended before the Vear; but 
having imprudently aſſociated with * * * 
no wonder that we ſucceeded no better. — 
Old Sores are not eafily healed ; nor old, 
and juſt Demands faninfied by bare-Profeſ- 
fions. Let nct, however, the ill Succeſs 
of his Country's Mediation! in this Inſtance 
be imputed to the late Miniſter. The Cauſe 
lies deeper, as moſt Cauſes of great National 
Miſcarriages generally do. The Publick, 
often, ſee but the Superficies of things; and . 
ſeldom fix upon the right Object. 

With regard to France, ſhe went on 


flowly to fulfil her Engagements with the 
Elector of Bavaria; and the late Minifter, 


who was obliged to act on the Plan handed 

down to him, fapplicated underhand, tho} 
he affected to bounce and bully above board. 
But was there any thing new in this Con- 
duct? Was it not confiſtent with the ſta- 
ted Family Maxim, conſtantly practiſed 
from the An to that Time, and ſince? 


the 


— 


(25 ) 
the greater Indolence and an enormous 
Expence. We ſhall ſoon ſee if his Succeſ- 
ſors have been leſs prodigal and more ac- 
tive. In Eah, the Spaniards had got ſome 
Footing by B—-—b Indolence, Cowardice, 
or Perſidy; but the King of Sardinia's In- 
tereſt inducing him to confederate with the 
Queen of Hungary, there was no Reaſon 
to apprehend any ill Conſequence from the 
vague Schemes of the Court of Madrid. 

. for this Republick, tho the late Mini- 

r paid her not ſo open Court, nor was ſo 
Javidh of his Profeſſions to her, as his Suc- 
ceſſors z yet I muſt ſay in his Behilf, that 
it he did not behave towards her with ſo 
great Politeneſs and Ceremony, he was 
not leſs candid and ſincere. If ſhe found 
him no Courtier, ſhe could not Ps him 
a Hypocrite. 

But it is needleſs to diſcant more mi- 
nutely on the Situation of foreign Affairs at 
the time when that Miniſter laid down ; 
there is none here can be ignorant of it! 
'Tis more to our Purpoſe to take a View 
of Affairs as they ſtand at preſent. _ 

The. new Miniſtry were no leſs eſteem'd 
Abroad than at Home, Their Ability was 
not doubted, and their Virtue nor ſo much 
as ſuſpected. They had the Hearts of their 


Countrymen with them, and the Wiſhes 
of 
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of all Europe, except the Partizans of 
France. So pleaſed were we here in Hol- 
land with the Change in London, that pub- 
lick Rejoicings had been made on the Oc- 
caſion of ſome if our more moderate Ma- 
giſtrates had not thought them indecent, 


as ye obliquely reflecting on the Fudg- 


ment of one whoſe Character they were ten- 
der of, Great Men feldom make a wrong 


Choice; but if they do, they ſoon rectify 


their Ecror. Reſolution in ſome often de- 


generates to OHinacy, and thyp; ceaſes to 
be a Vartue. 


The Eyes of all Europe were upon the 


Succeſſors of the removed Miniſter. France 
trembled that fo powerful a neighbouri 
Nation ſhould be wiſely conducted and be- 


come unrted, as there was ſcarce a Doubt 


that they would by their new Leaders. Spain 
began to repent that ſhe had formed any 


Schemes on taly; look'd upon the Troops 
ſhe had tranſported thither by the Conni- 


vance of B n, as a Sacrifice to the Re- 
ſentment of the new Miniſtty; and ſhud- 
dered for America, and even for the Two 
Sicilies. Pruſſia wiſhed he had not over- 


acted the Hero; and Saxony, that he had 


not engaged ſo deeply with France. The 


Duke of Bavaria wiſhed that his Ambi- 


tion had been more moderate; and he and 


all the other Germans e with 
France 


* 
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France 1 them of their Credulity, : 

Nor was Sweden leſs anxious for having 
confided too implicitly in French Profeſſions. 
In ſhort, every Prince, every State that had 
been  inveigled-1 into the. Schemes of France 
was in dread that new ſalutary Meaſures in 

the Cabinet of L-—7z would be the cer- 
tain Conſequence of the late Minilhgr' 8 Re- 
moval. 

1: The: independent Fried of Ulna 
Freedam, on the other hand, expected a 
Change of Meaſures in AE but far 
from dreading any evil Conſequences that 
could attend ſuch a Change, they doubted 
not that it would tend to the cementing 
ſuch an Alliance as muſt have a View to 
ſtopping the Carrier of France and ſecure 
the Liberties of Europe. The Queen of 
Hungary was the moſt fanguine in her 

Hopes, as ſhe was neareſt to Danger. 
The King of Sardinia, who dreaded to be 
hemmed in between the different Branches 
of the Houſe of Bourbon, dated his Securi- 

ty from the Fall of a Miniſter whom all 

Europe had believed to have been devoted 
to or always in Dread of France. But we 

of theſe Provinces out- went all others, in 

hopes that we might now ſafely rely on 
the Wiſdom, Steadineſs and Integrity 01 a 
Cabinet, which we could not reckon upon 
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for upwards of twenty Vears before. We 
ſaw France extending her Power; and we 


faw the Neceſſity of checking 9 Am- 
bition, but could not with any Hopes of 


Succeſs enter into any Meaſres 255 the 
Purpoſe whilſt the late Miniſter preſided 


cover the Councils of the only Nation in 
Europe moſt ren of ane in the glori- 
ous Deſign. 


But now the Scene was e We 
ſaw a Set of Men riſe to Power that had 


| for many Years profeſs'd to have oppoſed 


the late Miniſter, ſolely on Account 11 his 


| Miſcondu& at Home, his Subſerviency to 


France, and his Neglect of all the natural 
Allies of his Country. As from ſuch Men 
all that was great and glorious might have 


been expected, no Wonder that we were as 


ſanguine in our Hopes of their Conduct as 


all their own Fellow - Subjects were. They 


might have influenced us here as eaſily as 
their own Countrymen; and might have 
as readily brought us into Alliances as 
they commanded the Treaſure of their 
own Nation: Such was the high Opinion 
conceived here, as well as at home, 'of Jr 
Virtue and Abilities. 

But how deluſive are Hopes baile: vpon 


the Probity of Ment Scarce had we the plea- 
ſing News of the Advancement of the late 


— 1 


Opponents, but we had Advice that they 
capitulated before they were advanced; that 
they were not only to ſecure the Retreat of 
the late Miniſter, but embrace his Maxims, 

and ſteer as he ſhould direct from behind 
the Curtain. Tho' this Piece of Intelli- 
gence. came confirmed to us from thoſe 

whoſe Fidelity we had no Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect; yet were we flow, and I the floweſt 
of all my: Colleagues; i in believing any thing 
ſo injurious to the Characters of ring 
Stateſinen. 1) could not ſuppoſe that Men 
would; truekle to a Man unable to main- 
tain his Ground; a Man, whom they had 
beat almoſt out of the Field ; a Man di- 
ſpiſed by all Europe, and hated by all his 
own:Countrymen. I could not believe that 
Men of Senſe would ſtoop to Drudgeries 
for the Sake of precipitating their Flight 
into Poſts and Employments, which muſt 
neceſſarily have fallen into their Hands in 
a few Days in ſpight of the O— t. Lwas 
bowever miſtaken. I too fondly ſuppoſed 
that ſenſible Men would act as it became 
them to do. Miſtaken Notion; particu- 
larly with regard to a neighbouring Nation 
To judge of them with any Certainty, in 
their political Capacity, the ſafeſt Way is 
to ſuppoſe they will always act in direct Op. 

Pofition: to the true Intereſt of their Country. 
I con- 
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I confeſs ed Ager to be in ſo ge- 
ot a Charge; but am I not warranted 
in the Support of it ? Have the ſeveral 
Miniſtries of that Kingdom for thirty Years 
paſt, acted in any one Affair of Moment, 
either foreign or domeſtick as they ought? 
But particularly the preſent Miniſtry, is 
there a ſingle Inſtance to this Hour of their 
having made one virtuous or judicious 
Step? With regard to Home, they have 
loſt the intire Confidence of their Fellow- 
Subjects by ſkreening the Object of their 
Hatred, embracing his Maxims, and pur- 
ſuing directly his Meaſures. Have they not 
herein ated diametrically contrary to the 
Dictates of Senſe and Reafon 7 pn 
The Ambition of France and the Diſ- 
traction on the Continent required domeſ- 
i rick Unammity, without ſeeing which con- 
i firmed, the States of Europe could not ſafe- 
ly rely on the Alliance of B—. But 
0 | what have the naw Miniſtry done to pro- 
{ cure this neceſſary Union between the Head 
Wo and the Members, and between the Mem- 
th | bers amongſt themſelves? They have acted 
1 ſo as to increaſe the Fealouſy of the Peo- 
0 plwGwẽb, and the Diſidence of the P. They 
q are not pleaſed, nor probably does he think 
5 he has more Reaſon for being ſo. When 
general Diſcontent appears, as was the Caſe 
e | —_— 


ding 


in the late Adminiſtration, it may de con⸗ 
ſtrued Diſaſfection. It might have been 
the private Intereſt of the late Miniſter to 
inculcate ſuch iſuniting Notions, but cer- 
tainly it was not that of the new Miniſters, 
who had every thing to hope, and nothing 
to oy from the Union of the P. and 
People. They had the People, at leaſt the 
Bulk . them, on their Side to a Man, 
which naturally, 1 may ſay neceſſarily, 
would, in time produce the Confidence of 
the, Pr—. But by loſing the firſt, how 
cans it by thought they can de the latter ? 

the footing of Sel/-Intereft, it 
Mc N that the new-Miniftry would 
not eultivate the good Opinion the People 
were willing to entertain of them. The 
Repeal of a few Laws which reſtrain their 
Liberties, and promoting a few that might 
ſecure them hereafter, would have ſo rivet- 
ted the new Miniſtry in the Hearts of the 
Publick, as would make it dangerous to re- 
move them ſhould the Ct ever intend 
it. But it ſeems to have been a conſtant 
Maxim fince the A——n for Miniſters 
to ſecure their Influence at the Expence of 
the People. 

As the new Miniſtry worked on the Plan 
of the late Miniſter, with regard to domeſ- 
tick — they varied but little from his 
: Scheme 
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Scheme in regard to forcien Affairs. Some 
Variation was abſolutely ncceflary to 
cover their ſecret Subſerviency, and give 
ſome Colour to their Adminiſtration. To 
this End, the Admiral that had been paci- 
fickly inſtructed for three Vears in the Me- 
diterranean was recalled, and one more ac- 
tive put in his Room. But what has he 
been ordered to do, or what has he done 
that ſhews the new Miniſtry to have varied 


_ materially from the late Miniſter's Plan? 


The burning a few old Gallies at Sr. Tropez, 
and viſiting a few French Ships' for Plun- 
der, proves not fo ſtrongly that Meaſures 


| had been changed with Hands, as the Neu- 


trality at Naples proves they were not. 
The formal Manner of compelling the 
Court of Naples to this Neutrality was told 
the World in pompous Language; but 
who was ſo weak as to be impoſed upon 


by the empty Sound of Words in contra- 


diction to his Underſtanding? Except it be 
ſome deluded E- - men, * are none 


in Europe, unconvinced at this time, that 


the Neutrality of the Sicilies had been con- 
certed before the Reſignation of the late 


Miniſter, and was to have been executed 


whenever the Spaniards ſhould be puſhed 


in Jraly. As nothing but ſuch a Neutra- 


1400 could ſave the Court of Naples, tis be- 
yond 
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(33 
yond all Joubt that. it was. batch'd.at Vers 
ailles; ſeconded: at Dreſden, and complai- 
ſantly executed by Orders from L -n. 
The Farce has been carried on likewiſe 
at the Court of Thrin, and a large Subfidy 
| agreed to; tho” it be manifeſt that SeHbre- 
would ha ve ſecured his Sagen | 
lajeſty in the Intereſt of the Heireſs of 
— and that the Money laid out with 
him had been more uſefully employed in 
Germany, ſince the Safety of Don Carlos 
was previouſly ſtipulated. Five hundred 
thouſand Pounds were granted for the Uſe 
of the Queen of Huugary, and ſeven Mil- 
lions ſterling ſor maintaining or rather re- 
covering the Ballance of Power, after the 
Abdication of the late Miniſter; "theſe 
-operly employed, were ſafticient to 
nly. the French but all their Par- 
tizans out of the Empire. The poor Queen 
of Hungary did Wonders conſidering the 
Succour ſhe has had from her boaſting 
Friends. The vaſt Sum granted for ber 
Uſe particularly, being diſſipated in uſeleſs 
Subſidies at Turin, Berlin and Draſden, can 
no more be ſaid to be applied as it ſhould 
be, than the ſeven Millions granted for ſup- 
porting her and the Liberties of Europe. 
But it will be urged, I ſuppoſe, in favour 
of * new Miniſiry, that the Deſertion - 
E the 
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the King of Pruff ia from the Emperor and 
France, 1 his Reconciliation to the Queen 

of Hungary, were. ſo. uſeful, and refined 
Strokes of Policy, as ſhould atone for any 
Miſtakes they might have been guilty of. 


This, Point has been extravagantly exag- 


gerated, as indeed moſt Things are, on the 


other Side the Water. Had not the Queen 


of Hungar 15 relied too far on B. Friend- 


ſhip and Promiſes, ſhe might have gained 


=D the King of Pruffi ia four Months ſoon- 
er, and; on. much eaſier Terms. She has 

parted with more. of the fair Province of 
Silefa. than would have contented. him 


earlier; and has not obtained as full Con- 


ceſſions in return, as ſhe might while the 
Mediation was partly in our Hands. But 


u, or rather H——r, 
ce ge not be ſo well anſwered if better 


; Conditions had been obtained for the Court 
of Vienna. If leſs of the rich Province of 


Sileſia had been wreſted from the deluded 
Queen of Hungary for his Pruſſian Ma- 


jeſty, the latter had not ſo readily agreed 
to a Guaranty for the E——e of H——-7r, 


nor to an Abatement of the great Sum he 
elaimed in virtue of teftamentary Dona- 
tions. 

Never has any „ Tranſäction been more 
magnified, than this of the King of Pr 
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2 s Neutrality, by the Partizans of the 
new Britiſp Miniſtry; and never has any 
been leſs underſtood by the Engi in ge- 
neral. It Was no Secret to us — 7 in Hot- 
and, and "T-believe none at- Ln and 
Vienna, that the ambitious young King 
had been encouraged by France and Ba- 
varia to invade S lgſia, as ſuch a Step muſt 
have anſwered the Purpoſes of the latter in 
a double manner. Should the Court of 
Vienna refuſe contenting the Houſe af 
Bavaria, the Pruffian Invaſion of Silgſia 
would facilitate the Eleftor's Defſigns on 
Bobemia, by dividing the Auſtrian Forces; 
or would oblige the Queen of Hungary to 
agree with the Duke of Bavaria in order 
to fall upon the Invader of Seng 4 with 
all her Might. a | 
We aid. not fail, long before gs French 
Auxiliaries paſſed the Danube in favour of 
Bavaria, to repreſent. at the Court of Vien- 
na the Neceffity of giving immediate Satis- 
faction to either the Courts of Berlin or 
Manich. And we give it as our Opinion 
that the latter ought to be contented pre- 
ferable to the former; for this Reaſon; that 
by \ gratifying Bavaria the French would 
neceſſarily retire out of Germany, which 
would give the Queen of Hungary an ap- 
9 Advantage over Pruſſia, by having 
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no other to deal 858 2 by having the 


future Head of the Empire on her Side. 
Beſides, as Siliſia is the richeſt of all the 
Auſtrian Dominions in the Empire, it 
would have been the Intereſt of the Qucen 
to part with one or both the Auftrias, or 
even Bohemia rather than with that valua- 
ble Province. The Court of Vienna ſaw very 
plainly the Force of our Repreſentations, 


and would willingly have follpwed our 


Advice; but the Court of n found 
means to traverſe all our Endeavours, and 
force out. again the young Queen nts a 
tempeſtuous Sea, after we had brought her 

to the very Mouth of an Harbour, where 
he and her Family might, in ail human, 


probability, be eaſy and fafe for ever. 


'Tis hard to gueſs why the Court of. 
L—— took ſo great Pains and was at ſo 
very great Expence to alter ſuch healing 


Reſolutions. as we had inſpired the Court 


of Nienna with. The Queen would be 


more powerful by being Miſtreſs of Silefa, 


than by poſſeſſing one or both the Anſtrias, 
or Bobemia. But the Elector of Bavaria. 
would have been contented with the - 
roicſe and the Forreſt Towns, which never 
can add much to the Power of the Houſe, 
of Auſtria, Therefore the Views of the 
Court of J could not be to ſtrength- 
| | 75 
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en the Queen, ber Power being ghyjouſy 


leſſen d by agreeing with Pruſjia prefera. 
ble to Babaria, on our Scheme, We muſt 
then ſeek for ſome othet Foundation for 
the Conduct of B., in this Inſtance, 


The Duke of Bavaria, who is truly a | 


German, would have been glad to have a 
fair Pretext for thanking France for her 


Succours, and ſending, ber Troqps out of 


the Empire; and therefore would have 
been reconciled to the Court of Vienna on 


moderate, Terms. But this was got per- 
baps the, Views nor Intereſt of France: 
She mi bt have thought the cha ure fa- 
vourable, for obliging the Ge 

ſtroy one another, at a ſmall 
her Side. In this View, the cal 1 
prove of the Willingnels of the Con 
Munich to be reconciled to that a7 . 
but could not, with any Recency, op 
it publickly. How elle. then, 


by means of the Court of . could | 


France, without being ſuſpeged deſtroy 

our Plan, by which the Counts of Vienna 
and ; 3 were ſo willing ig act? I ad. 
mit that this Suggeſtion. 1 es the Jo- 


fluence of France to be great at the Court 
of J.. But does not che whole 


duct of the new as well as late Ministry 
prove the Weight of French Influence in 
the B— 5 Cabinet? | if - 
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If we ſuppoſe the Court of I un- 
influenced by France, on this Occaſion, we 

muſt neceſſarily impute her. Conduct to 
| Motives of Self. Intereſt. When J ſay, 

Se Intere, I don't mean che Intereſt of 
B u, but that of H , which has 
been, ever fince the An, the only 
Intereſt at the Heart of the B—b Mi- 
niſtry. Let us fee how the Conduct of 
the Court of L-—-z will appear on a Sup- 
poſition that it may have been deem'd for 
the particular Intereſt of H r , or the 
new Miniſtry, that the Court of Vienna 
ſhould prefer accommodating rather with 
the King of Priſſſia than the Elector of 
Bavaria. 

Had the Elector of Bavaria been con- 
tented as early as he might, if our Plan 
had been purſued, the King of Pruſſia 
would be ſoon obliged to wn /4, the Tran- 
quility of the Empire by retiring willingly 
or being forced out of Silefia. Without 
any doubt, Pruſſia, ſingly, is no Match for 
the Queen of Hungary. But had this hap- 
pen'd, it may have been - dreaded that the 
diſappointed Invader of Sileſia, would re- 
compence himſelf at the Expence of ano- 
ther Neighbour, to whom he had a juſter 
Claim than to the Queen of Hungary. 
Beſides, had not our healing Negotiation 


been 
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1 traverſed, the Demands of Pruſſia in 
virtue of V ;Ils and Codicils, could not be 
compounded on ſo good Terms as they are 
at preſent, nor the EleForate guaranty d. 

' But it would by no means anſwer the 
Views of the Cabinet of L that 
Tranquility ſhould be reſtored in the Em- 
pire. The Pretext for levying Millions, 
and keeping up a great Land Force of Na- 
tives and Foreigners, would be taken awa 
by Peace in Germany. For this laſt Rea- 


ſon, ſuppoſing French Influence, and the 
particular Intereſt of H out of the 


Queſtion, tis no wonder that fo great 
Pains has been taken, and ſo great Treaſure 
employed, not only in preventing the Re- 
conciliation of the Courts of Munich and 
Vienna, but in fomenting their Animoſities 
and Quarrels. '- - 
I have dwelt the longer on this boaſted 
Coup —d*Eclat of the new Miniſtry, be- 
cauſe I have obſerved that few Tranſactions 
had been generally leſs underſtood. I don't 
know whether I have been ſo happy as to 
clear up the Matter to the Satisfaction of 
this Company ; but ſure I am, that who- 
ever will be at the Pains of examining it 
with Caution, will be of Opinion with me, 
that the Conduct of the new Miniſtry, far 
from deſerving Applauſe for the Treaty of 


Breſlau, 


Braſtuu, metĩt the ſe 
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vereſt Cenſure from all 
the true Friends of the Houſe of ANTS, 
and Germany in general. 

Wphilſt Jam upon this Pat of my Sub: 


5 ject, let me obſerve that the ' fame ſtrain of 


Politicks ſtill engroſs d the Attention of the 
new Miniſtry, when they obſtructed the 


Evacuation of all Bohemia by the French laſt 


Summer. All Europe were juſtly ſurprized 
that thè Court of Vienna would r uſe agree 
ing to the Propoſals of the French Generals 
before Prague was beſieged in form. It 


was obviouſly the Intereſt of the Queen 


of Hungary to get rid of the French and 
get Poſeſlion of all Bohemia. But proba- 
bly, it was not the immediate Tntereſt of 
thoſe who had inſtructed their Miniſter at 


PVienna to obſtruct all Accomodation with 


the Court of Francfort. That the March 
of Marſhal Maillebois to the Danube was 
owing to the unwiſe Tenaciouſneſs of the 
Court, of Vienna, is beyond all Controverſy ; 


nor is it leſs certain that Mr. R - had 


no ſmall Share of the Glory of cooping up 
two Marſhals of France within Walls, that 
to this Hour had never been battered. 
Strange Policy ! to raiſe with one Hand 
and pull down with the other! And yet 


this is actually the Caſe with the Cabinet 
of L 


n in regard to the Queen of Hun- 
* 
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. ER 1 very large Sums of Money 
have been granted for her Support, both 

laſt Year and the preſent: And J will ſup- 
poſe that beſt Part of the Money has or 
ought to have been remitted to her. This 
has the Air of Friendſhip, and of ſound 
Policy. But what ſhall we call the early 
Obſtrudtion of a Reconciliation betwen 
that Princeſs. and the Elector of Bavaria? 
What ſhall we name the obſtructing the 
Evacuation of Bobemia by the French? or, 
What can we think of the Neutrality of 
Naples, which muſt have. fallen into the 
Queen's Hands, conſidering the Diſcontent 
of the Inhabitants andthe ſecret Intelligence 
of the Court of Vienna, had the Britiſb 
Fleet aſſiſted in the concerted Deſigns of 
the King of Sardinia and Count 7 2 
But to carry this Chain of Thought {till 
farther ; how can the Court of ende. 
juſtify her Friendſhip to the Queen of 
Hungary, when, inſtead of employing the 
Foreign Troops in het Pay, in purſuing Mail- 
lebois to the Danube, or otherwiſe joining 
the Auſtrians in Bobemia, (he marches her 
Hanoverians and Heffans into the Nether- 
lands, where it was never deſigned they 
ſhould be of any Service to the Queen of 
Hungary? The firſt and ſecond Neutrality 
for H- -r, were further Inſtances of 
5 the 


Cu) 


the good Iasi of the Court of Lacks | 
towards the unhappy Princeſs, who confides 


with too great Implicitneſs in certain 
"Maſhed Friends, —— To put-an end to this 

part of my Subject, I muſt inſiſt upon it, 
that the Conduct of B- 

late Emperor's Death, proclaims ber 50 
niſters to be either F—ls or V 


The firſt, in not diſcerning the truclntereft | 


of their Country; and the fecond, in ſeeing 
but not purſuing it in Compliment to Fo- 
reigners. Should Objections be made to 
the Bluntneſs of my Aſſertions; let thoſe 
be blamed, who have laid us under a ne- 

ceſſity of ſpeaking without Veil or Diſguiſe. 
The Stabs pointed at our Characters in ſe- 
- cret, merit a ſeverer Return than I make. 
I could ſhew, from the Nogotiations of 
the Cabinet of . at the Courts of 


n, es the | 


0 


Nuſſia, Sweden, Denmark and Tah), ſince Z 


the Diſmiſſion of the late B-—/h Miniſter, 
that the ſame Meaſures are ſtill purſued, 
with very little Variation; but as all the 
diſcerning Foreigners of Europe, as well as 
his own Countrymen, ſeem not to doubt 
the late Miniſter's ſecret Influence, J ſhall 
chuſe to wave this Diſquiſition, in order to 
ſhew that there can be'no Safety in confe- 
derating with a Nation, whoſe Miniſters 
, are 


Safety, with B 
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are known to facrifice, conſtantly, the In- 


tereſt of their Country to private Gain. 
The Conduct of the late Miniſter, 
brought upon bim the Odium of his own 
Fellow-Subjects; and loſt his Country ths 
Confidence of her beſt and faithfulleſt foreign 
Friends. The Conduct of the ne Me 
nifiry has not gained them the Affections of 


their Fellow- Subjects; nor to their Coun- 


try, the Confidence of Foreigners. If the 


; late Miniſter's Meaſures had not been in- 


jurious to the Fteedom and Intereſt of his 
own Countrymen and Foreigners, he had 
not been fo univerſally hated; and if the 
new Minifters had not purſued the ſame 
Meaſures, they had certainly recovered the 


Affection and Confidence which their Pre- 


deceſſor loſt. But the Conduct of both 
being the ſame, *tis no wonder that both 
meet, with the ſame DiſaffeQtion at Home, 


and Diſeſteem Abroad. 


We, of this tate. could never treat with 
n, becauſe we could 
not put intire Confidence i in her, whilſt the 


late Miniſter prefided over ber Councils. 


For the' ſame Reaſon we can't treat. with 
her at preſent,” becauſe, ſeeing ſhe purſues 
the. ſame Meaſures as in the late Miniſter's 


Adminiſtration, we can ſee no Reaſon for 
entertaining a more favourable Opinion of 


x her 


"Te 


her now than when he was at Helm. If 
the B Miniſtry had the Intereſt of 
B——27 as much at Heart, and that of 
H as little as they ought, there gf 
might be Safety in treating with them, | 
The Intereſt of B. and theſe Provin- 
ces muſt always be the ſame. It can never 
be different, but when either ot both are 
curſed with unnatural Conductors,. Such 
will always make and proclaim a Difference 
of Intereſt, for the ſame Reaſon that they 
would perſuade a Prince that he has a ſe- 
perate Intereſt from his People. Hco- 
phants always find their Account, or 
think they do, in ſowing! png and. 
Animoſities. 3 
But tho the Intereſt of 1 We this = 
State be the ſame, I am not quite ſo clear 
that H——r ſands in the ſame Light, or 
has the ſame Right to our Attention; for 
which Reaſon 1 ſhould think it as impru- 
dent for us to enter into a Treaty for Gua 
rantying the E, as it is improper for 
a Britiſh Miniſter to make the Overture-of 
ſuch a Guaranty. Does not this Overture 
prove what I have ſaid of the extraordinary 
Regard had to the Intereſt of Lr at the ; 
Court of L——z? Does it not prove the 
unſafe Obſequiouſneſs of Britiſb Miniſters ? 
But why are we preſſed on this Head at 


this 


1 


N 
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: 1 time? What Danger is the 3 
in, that ſhould occaſion ſuch Warmth as 


this. Overture is preſſed with? Not from 
any Dread of the French Army on the Bor- 
ders, I am ſute. They are marched to the 
Danube, and Mailleboiss Hands were cer- 


tainly tied up, by a prudent e | 


even whilſt he was Ea hand. Therefore 
there can be no Danger nor Apprehenſion | 
from that Quarter. To be plain then, we 
apprehend ſome ſccrer Policy to be couched 


under this pretended Dread of theNeigh- 


bourhood of French Forces on the Bor- 
ders of the Electorate and this State. 
The Guaranty propoſed would neceſſa- 
rily include the late Elector's Acquiſition of 
B ——n and /, to Which the lawful 
Proprietors, the Swedes, never gave their 


Conſent. That Nation is now armed; 
but as the War between them and Rafa 


will very likely be ſoon at an end, it may 
be apprehended they won't diſarm till they 
attempt making themſelves whole in Ger- 
many for their Loſſes in Finland. But if the 
Swedes ſhould not think it ſeaſonable to 
take ſuch a Step when Germany is in 
flames, which is not very likely, they may 
find Allies hereafter to e88 them on and 
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I need not enlarge on a Subject o well 
underſtood in this Company. Let it ſuf- 
fice then for me to ſay, that it is not the 
' Intereſt of the Republick to enter into a 
Guaranty, which may involve her with the 
powerfuleſt maritime Nation in the North. 
She may ſuffer, but can't poſſibly gain by 
ſuch a Complitnent as is required of us. 
H-——7 is a Neighbour that can never be 
of Uſe to ws pole the King. of P —4 
ſhould take it in his Head to quarrel with 
us; and I am morally ſure, that in ſuch 
eaſe, a H——1 Miniſter would poſt as 
faſt to Berlin, to beg a Neutrality, as * 
— lately flew to Farm to ſupplicate 


1 - for one. 
1 But tho L am ſatisfied * the Guaranty 
| for the E e is the principal Obje&t 


in the View of thoſe from whom the O- 
| verture comes, I muſt freely own that it 
4 is the leaſt in mine. That Part of the Pro- 
h | poſal, regarding an offenſive Alliance againſt 
France, merits much more our Attention 
| on this Side of the Water, whatever may 
be thought on the other, where every other 
j ' Conſideration ſeems to be merged in that 
i | for H 7 alone, This Point ſeems 
| 


to me of ſo high Importance, that I ſhall 
endeavour to diſcuſs it with all due Caution 
| and Regard, But before I proceed to ſhew 
| . N our 


SY 


our Reaſons for not agreeing to the Propoſals 
made to us, indulge me with ment 


ioning 
thoſe for which; I think, it is now made 
with ſo GER Eagerneſss and Warmth. | 


_ cally condemned: for ſtooping to French In- 
fluence, it was thought neceſſary that his 
Succeſſors ſhould ſhe w that they were Men 
of higher Mettle and more exalted Virtue. 

But as nothing could more effectually re- 
move all Sulpicdon of being held in the late 


Miniſter's Leading- Strings, as taking, or at 


leaſt affecting to be inclined to take youn 


s 
Louis by the Whiſkers, it was refolved they 


| ſhould aſſume a frutting Air, ſtamp the 


Foot at the old Cardinal, call him hard 


Names, and” tell him he muſt be civil or 


y, that the fimple 
Dach bd be forced, if they proved wiſe 


enough to ſee the Fallacy, to join againſt 
France in ſpight of their Teeth: That the 
beſt Troops of B. would be tranſport- 
ed, tho ſiowly, to Flanders; that even the 
bold Hanoverians would march thither; 
and that ſacred M v itfelf would 
quit his ——— and his Eaſe to prove 
the high Courage and Ability of the late 
Comers.— Here was the Scheme; and it 
muſt be owned it was ſpecious and artful. 
Who could i imagine that there was no In- 


tention 
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tention of a Rupture with France, when ſo 


many Engines ſhould appear at work, for 
tearing her to. pieces? Who could ſuſpe a 


Court of having abſolutely determined never 
to break with France, unleſs ſheſhould at- 
tempt an Invaſion in favour of the P pj 
who ſhould ſend one of her principal No- 
bles to preſs and bully the States General 


into an offenſive Alliance againſt that 
Crown? Who could ſuppoſe any Deceit 


when an encumbered Nation is put to a 


vaſt Expence in tranſporting the Flower of 
their Forces to a Country, which muſt be 


enriched at their Expence? Who could 
have ſo much as a Jealouſy, that a Miniſtry 


was not in earneſt, when their Country, 
already groaning ater [the Weight of 
Debts, Taxes, and Decay of Trade, ſhould 


have the additional Burden of 16000 Ha- 


noverians and 6000 Heffians: flung upon 


her; and above a Million of her Coin ſent 


Abroad to pay and maintain the national 


Troops? Who could ſuppoſe, that Artille- 


ry, Field-Equipage, every thing proper for 


the Campaign of a great Prince, ſhould be 


ſhipped off, with no other View in the 
World, than to amuſe a deluded People at 


Home, and ſome over credulous Princes 


Abroad ? 
The 
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The ROS was well concerted, and 


ena ſo ſpeciouſly, that all Europe be- 
15 gun to think that a Rupture would neceſ= 
jk Afarily enſue; but, my L. -ds, we of this 
State had quite another Idea of the late 
Preparations of your Country. We faw, 
as has been obſerved, a New Miniſtry 
| * under an abſolute Neceflity of appearing 
to ſwerve from the Meaſures of the Mini- 
fer, become univerfally hated, more from 
his cringing Sabſirviency to the Houſe of 
Bourbon, than even to his Corruption, and 
Proſuſeneſs of public Money. We ſoon 
| diſcerned the Drift of thoſe Foſtile Prepa- 
| rations, which ſo much. emplo oyed | the 
| Thoughts of the Politicians - of Europe, 
| and * thoſe of the Subject at Rome 
from obierving that the Cabinet was ill 
influenced by the late Miniſter, and that 
the new Comers had ſervilely adopted all 
bis Maxims. We could perceive the - 
Miniſters implicitly bowing to ep 
of the Court for requiring Power, 
covering themſelves under the Shelter 191 
ſuccouting the Queen of * and diſ- 
treſſing France, 5 
We ſaw, my L——ds, your Court, as 
moſt Courts are, enamoured more with the 
Power of doing Harm than Good. We ſaw 
her all * gaſping at all that could 
G make 


- 
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| make her dreaded at Home, and li hting | 
all that might acquire her the Confidence 
and Affection of the People. This was * 
the Light we viewed your Court in, when 
we heard of your Embarkations for Flan- 
ders; nor did we alter our Opinion when 
you urged us ſo eagerly to act jointly with 
you againſt France. Even now, we ſee 
no Reaſon for altering our Sentiments. 

Your War with Spain, and thoſe in Ger- 
many, gave your C—t a fair Pretence of 
augmenting her native Land Forces beyond 
what the Nation had on foot during the 
late War with France. But as the People 
muſt ſee with great Jealouly, ſo extraordi- 
nary an armed Force within their Bowels, , 
it was neceſſary to tranſport part of this 
readed Army out of Sight; but however 
to ſend it at fo little a Diſtance as to be 
within call, ſhould the national Diſcontent 
riſe to a Flame that ſhould require an Exer- 
tion of Power to quench it. 

The ſending Part of your Army into 
| Flanders, gave a Colour to the bringing a 
# large Body of Hanoverians ſo near to 


Bu, that in a few Hours, they may be 


F made as uſeful as if they had been quartered 
| in the Heart of the Kingdom, To bring 
theſe Foreign Troops ſo near as Flanders, 
without ſuch a ſpecious Pretext as attack- 


ing 


FY 8 | 
ing France, would? raiſe too preat Diſtruſt 
in B— — ; nor was the Pretence leſs 


neceſſary for appeaſing the Clamour of 


a burthened People for being ſaddled 805 


the Pay of the Troops of the E 
It might be expected that the E 
ougght rather to eaſe B——2x than add: to 
her Burden ; and that, as the War in the 
Empire affected 1 infinitely more 
than G. B. it became the Ee to de- 
fray the Expence of its own Troops at leaſt. 

It might be aſked, by a People that had 
paid Millions to ſecure. and enlarge the 
E - e ſince the A——n, why H. 
did not ſupply the Queen of Hungary with 
the Quota of 4000 Men the E — e 


was obliged to by Treaty? Several more 


Interrogatories might be put by B — ns, 
not much to the Credit of . the C- KC 
if their Attention had not been diverted by 
the Hurry of Embarkations, and the Hopes 
of wintering at Paris; and particularly, of 
deſtroying the Harbour and Works at Dun- 
kirk. 
How infinite are the Pains that have 
been taken by the new Miniſtry to raiſe our 
Jealouſy of France on account of that diſ- 
man led Town: But the Scheme for en- 


creaſing the Power of the Court, and de- 
MY the Nation, after the Manner of the 


G 2 late 
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late Minifter, had been imperfet without 
this Alarm about Dunkirk. No Prepara- 
tion more ſpecious and popular, than that 


for attacking and deſtroying a Port ſo near, 


and fo great an Eye-Sore to the commer- 
cial Part of the Subject. But the Farce 
was carried farther than Home; I ſuppoſe 
it was neceſſary that it ſhould, The Alarm 
was given to this Republic m every Me- 
morial, and at every Conference, às if we 
had been i ignorant of the State of that Port 
and Town. Theſe Memorials and Con- 
ferences, echoed back to London, might be 
expedient towardsamuſing People at Home; 
they might ſtrengthen the Colour for arm- 
ing at Home, and bring the Hanoverians, 
at the Expence of B —— 2, within call 

of the Iſland. The Mention made of Dun- 
kirk in theſe Memorials, might ſtrengthen 
the Pretext for influencing the P ——t 
the next Seſſions, to encreaſe the Subfidies of 
the laſt Year ; and-continue the preſent 


ſtanding Force. 


We can perceive many more Reaſons, 
which the new Mini//iry might have for 
alarming us here with that Town, but we 
can ſee no manner of Reaſon for takin 
the Alarm, unleſs it be to humour a Set of 
Men that have, in no one Inſtance, an- 


ſwered our Hopes or Expectations. We 


know 


I = 


- (.53) 
know that the Port of Dunkirk is not bet- 
tered in any reſpect, ſince the Death of G. 
the firſt. It was then capable of receiving 
ſmall Merchant Ships with Riſk and Dan- 


ger; but quite incapable of Ships of War. 


The Caſe is ſtill the fame : Therefore what 


Colour or Foundation for this late Jealouſy 
and Buſtle ? There are certainly none at 
this Time, with regard to the Port, that did 
not ſubſiſt twenty Vears ago; and with re- 
gard to Fortifications, what is the Founda- 
tion of the preſent Ont-cry from the other 
Side of the Water? You thunder out Ven- 
geance from Court, from the Senate, from 
the whole People; the Deſtruction of that 
Toon is threatened univerſally, and yet you 
wonder that France raiſes ſome few-Batte» 
ries on the Sea · Coaſt to prevent a Surprize. 
You proclaim every where, that you de- 
fign to employ your Forces in the Nerler- 
lands againſt that open Town; and yet 
you are ſurprized that Trenches are raiſed 
to cover it, You give Cauſe for the Jea- 


louſy which obliges France to arm on that 


Side, and you would make her. arming a 
Pretext for drawing us into an offenſive 


Alliance againſt her; like the fat Burgher 
who preſs d out of a narrow Door, thro' 
a Crowd, and cry'd out all the way as he 
went, Lord! that People will be ** cruel 


as 


of. 


5 (54). 
as to ſqueeze a poor fickly Man to Death, 
when all the while he himſelf was the 1 
Occaſion of the Preſſure he complained: 5 


This Clamour about Dunkirk may be- , 
uſeful to the New Miniſtry to cover their 
Submiſſion to the Miniſter, whom, but a 
few Weeks before, they profeſs d to con- 
temn and deteſt; it may be neceſſary to- 
wards lulling a ſupine, forgiving People 


into a fatal Security; but, my noble L--ds, 


'tis quite unneceſſary on this Side of the 
Water, unleſs it be that it may be echoed 


back to the other, for the Purpoſes I have 


already mentioned. We are acquainted 
with the true Situation of the Place ; we 


know every Motion of the - French b fe- 


cure it; and this certain Knowledge we 
have of what paſſes there, creates ſuch a 
Security, as no Outcry from your Side of 
the Water, ſhall ever deſtroy or diſturb, 
Had there been a real Foundation for the 
Outcry ; had there been a real Intention 
to attack France on that Side, the wav to 
fecure Succeſs was not to proclaim ſuch a 
Deſign ; but Dunkirk, like the poor de- 


luded Queen of Hungary, was taken into 


the general Scheme of ſecuring the New 
Miniſtry, enlarging the Power of the 
Court, and preventing an effectual En- 


quiry 


« 4 Ss ). 3 
quiry into the Conduct of the late Mini Sher. 


' Theſe may be cogent Reafons with the 15 


Cabinet of L——7z ; but I will be fo, 
plain as to declare, that they have no kind 
of Weight here at the Hague, where we 
are not unacquainted with the Views of 
the Court of B—-1, to aggrandize H- x, 
and fix Power on the Ruins of Liberty. 


I have made a curſofy Mention of the 


Motives, which, I think, induce the Court 


of LI to preſs: us ſo. earneſtly into an 
offenſive Alliance againſt France; I ſhall 


now endeavour to point out our Motives 


for declining to contract any Engagement 
that ſeems to threaten the * of 
the Republic. 

I have taken ſome Pins: to trace out 
the Conduct of the late Minifter, in or- 


der to ſhew that the Republic could, with 
no Safety imaginable, contract with, r 
rely on the Court of L——n, whilſt he 


was at the Helm: And I have obſerved 


ſucinctly on the Conduct of the New 


Miniſiry, and compared it with the late, 
that it might be ſeen whether or no the 
Reaſons ſtill ſubſiſt, which induced the 


States to harbour a Diffidence of the Vir- 


tue and Wiſdom of their ancient Allies. 


If the Conduct be the ſame, as it ſeems 


to me evident that! it is, the ſame Reaſons 
i ſtill 
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ſtill ſubſiſt, for our diſtruſting the Court 


e preſent, as much as during 


the public Influence of the late Minifter z '-_ 
and that the Conduct of the late and pre- | 


ſent Miniftries is the fame, appears, I 

think, manifeſtly from the Conſequences. 
For inſtance ; the late Minifter was ob- 
Noxious to the whole Nation, his Penſion- 
ers excepted ; Are his gucceffors more be- 
loved? The late Miniſter, ſcreen d all the 
Delinquents of his Party, and corrupted 
all that were ſuſceptible of Corruption; 
Have his Succeſſors ſcreen'd or corrupted 
none? The late Minifter ſacrificed the 
Treaſure, the Power, the Honour of his 
Country, and Freedom of his Countrymen 
to a Foreign Concern, in order to acquire 
Confidence, and continue his on Influence: 
What have his Succeſſors done, that ſhews 
they have ſwerved in a Tittle from his Self- | 


intereſted Maxims ? The late Miniſter's © 


bad Conduct, and his R—-I] M——r's 
Support of him, produced Murmurs, Jea- 
louſies, Diſcontent, ſome vll ſay Diſaf- 
fect ; have his Sccefſors taken any 
Pains to calm the Minds of the People; or 
are they leſs diſcontented, or more recon- 
ciled to theſe than to him ? As the Con- 
duct was the fame, fo do we find the Con- 
ſeqnences to be, The fame Il-blood at 

Home, 


Sees 


TEEN 


dae cannot but ee ihr all e wei 
| fees, that B. —1 Bas hither 98 


Home, the” aa: / >the 
ſathe Meafures, the ſame Mains — | 


ſame dangervds"and"ankfe Politicks fol 
zom eck this: ag in that Adminiftration. 
My I. 40e At the Time that we“ Er. 
With Bun lofty againſt France; 


chere were d Difilvhs] nd Diſtontent 
_ thatToul@ pofibly obftruct a vigorous Fre- 


Ree of that“ juſt and mieceffity Wart 


The Queen way &d'3 ſhe Had hot 4 


fle Enemy nir Her extended Domi- 
flbns% tHe bid nο Pei} hid 


he e Ach eh Pelieved Ib! h 
en — ect Yor them 


vs boy ce is 8 
pov: pe the Wi + wie ba ths | 


—— — bea e 1 
Ni ane neichel s beloved 
ne Were.) tn se : 
2 andyodf F 
were moderate; 7 out Tipde Wav bernie 5 
cab?“ yout Indüftty EK vr 
Luxoty was a'Pigmiy,” if compared with 
what it is at preſent? Sure 1 neff H Lie 
hot greatly the Scene is ee 'of Hate. A 
need hot be at the Paints of "pojtitin ng . 
What every one here knows” what aß 
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les, except your L. 
7 t avoid ſeeing the Decreaſe. of her 
Trade, the. Weight of her Taxes, her. Lu- 
xury, and her. Debts, which might have 
been paid off before now cody we muſt 
be infatusted not to perceive, .that the. is 
infinitely in a worſe Plight at this Time 
than when we entered into an Das 
Alliance, with Queen Anne. IT 
In thoſe Days we. e 
Wiſdom of, B— - her Stcadinefs, on 
Regard for the Liberty of Europe, and the 
e Igtereſt; but can we do ſo now; 
r ſo, many: repeated, Teſts of het bad 
Conduct? Can we ſhut our Eyes to her 
Conduct towards her natural Allies, ſince 
the Death, of, that excellent Prange who 
was the Soul of the late general Alliance? 
Have We not ſeen the, late Emperor, the 


Princes of the Empire, the King of Sar- 


dinia, and this 1 lighted always, 
often irxitated, whilſt ſervile Court was 
paid to France? Hare, we not ſeen; the 


natural Intereſt. of B, in every. In- : 
ſtance, Harries to a determined Defign. 


of, aggrandizing Hr, and becoming 
powerful in the Empire? Have we not 
qbſerved every. Adminiſtration bow to the 
Printus Views, che ner. and the is 

— 4 = 


52 her Councils, nor G * Ds, 
fs. We 


* Y 


on 


\ 


and Duty to theit Country ? Could we, or 
did 
any the leaſt Traces of either Parriotifh 

or Wiſdom in the Conduct of your Cabi- 
net for near the third Part of a Century? 


with Taxes, 
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Man, 4 Violation of: theis 0 


yourſelves; my L— 6, perceive 


The fatal Conſequences of ſo miſtaken 


2 Conduct, are too viſible to be overlooked, 


We wee them with that ſincere Comeern 


which Friendſhip dictates. We ſee a di- 


over-burden'd 


vided, diſcontented People 

groaning under the Preſſure 
of Debts, Decay of Trade, N and 
penal Laws. W. ſee this People, not lon 


ago the Terror of Tyrany, and Delight ot 
the Virtuous, now become the Obje 


7 of 
general Scorn and Deriſion. Such are the 

dire Conſequences of a Series of Blunders 
and falſe Politicks. | 
' You may perceive, my $0 from 


what I have ſaid of the Conduct of your 
Cabinet, and the Situation of your Coun- 


try, that I don't bold it prudent or fafe 
for this Republick to embrace the Over- 
tures you are pleaſed to make to us. I ob- 
ſerved, that it may be neceſſary for the 
neu Miniſtry to ſeem inclined to a War 
with France, but that in Reality they ne- 


ver intended it. But ſuppoſing, that the 


1 had ſpoke the Sentiments of the 
H 2 Heart, 
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Gu "Mather. ene es — ck 
her in an unjuſt Quarrel, to footh,the pre- 
ſent peeviſ Humour of thoſe; whoſe Miſe 
conduct has precipuated a dating, power 
ful, faithful Nation into Irreſglution;; Po- 
vetty and Perfidy ? Can del venturs on 
Four Councils or your Efforts in the Pr 
ſecution ot g Frenob War, when. we ſee 
how you have miſapplied your Fofcs, and 
your Time, in catrying on your pieſent War | 
with Spain? To embark the Republick in 
an expenſive dangerdnus War, in Conja nqtion 
with a divided, diſeontented, debilitazed, 
. M. conducted Nation, would be 
a Weakneſs; removed, but by a very, ſlen- 
der Partition, from Madneſs. Foybid it, 
Heaven! that the Servants of the State 
ſhould be Enemies and Belägen the He- 
| publick. - I. 15 
We . os Ks Danger: or 1p3oftice 
of the Alliance of France with Bavaria. 
We can't. ſee that the Balance of Power 
would be affected, ſhould the Queen of 


Hungary part with one of her Provinces to 
content the Emperor, who has a Claim to 
more ,; nor do l fee why it ſhould be more 
unjuſt in France to affiſt the preſent Em- 
peror, than it is for Britain to aid the 
"Joon of Hungary: * is che Intereſt of 

| Britain 


— 


Aritaiy, you lk LTD * French wilh ſay 
as much. But you Will urge the late Gua. 
ranty of France of the Pra 


That there was ſuch a Guaranty ſpecified 
in the Definitive Treaty, concluded be- 


tween the late Emperor and France in 


1735, is very true; but it is as certain, 
that that Treaty was never ratified, for 


gmatici Sandton, 


Reaſons ſolely owing to the Politicks of the 


Cabinet of Vienna. 
I would not have it thought 5 Fam 
an Advocate for France, in aſſerting, that I 
n't perceive the Juſtice of breaking with 
= on Account of her Alliance with the 
Emperor. 1 am no Enemy to France 
whilſt ſhe remains within the Bounds of 
Moderation; but declare myſelf, as all my 
Colleagues Jo. her avowed Enemy when- 
ever. ſhe appears to have a View to Con- 


queſt, .. She can have none on the Side 


of 7e and ſhould ſhe ever caſt a 
wiſhful, Eye towards our Barrier, or any 


Part of the Netherlands, we think ourſelves 
powerful enough to ſtay ber Career, till we 

ſhall be. joined by Powers, whoſe Intereſt 
it will be to check the Flight ofthat Crown, 
Tis infinuated that France is reduced, 
| and for that Reaſon. we are preſs'd to join 
ia worrying her. If the, Fact had been true, 
Ines would be the Honour or the Equity 
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of filling upon an inoffenfive Man b 
he happens to be feeble and unarmed ? 1 
| ſhe reduted now, ſhe will be more fo pre- 
ſently. The Drains upon her, both in 
Blood and Treaſure, to Germany will help 
on her Conſumption, faſter in Sie Cam- 
paign, than a War in Flanders would in fix, 
But a War in Flanders would ſet B — 
into ſuch a galloping Conſumption, as 
would force her Allies to a Peace, which 
muſt turn to the Advantage of rante." If 
Britain, who prides herſelf in being Em- 


preſs of the Ocean, makes ſo miſerable a a 


hand ef a War on her favourite Element, 
what a ſcurvy Figure muſt ſhe make in a 
foreign Land- War againſt the . 
Nation in the World? 

But, my L—ds, are you in earneſt 
when you tell us that France is reduced? 
What are her Debts ? I'll anfwer they don't 


amount to a fourth of what Britain owes. 


What are her Taxes? Not half what is 
paid in England. The Trade of France 
is viſibly increaſed; that of Britain is ob- 


viouſly decreaſed. This Gaſconade of pul- 


ling down France, this Eagerneſs to preſs 
the Republick into an offenſive Alliance 
againſt that Crown, may ſerve the Purpo- 
ſes of the new Bon gdb Miniſtry ; their 
Meaſures may require ſuch Props. But, 
my 
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reduced as the is fallely painted to be. 1 


tis ſo much the Intereſt of Europe, that we 


1 


A the Servants of this Re- 
pabick want no ſuch Aids, They have 
no Views, no Intereſt ſeparate — the 
Good of their dear Country. They ſerve 


her to the beſt of their Skill, and do wi 
moſt of their Power. I hey bave not, nor 


vever will put their Country to an immenſe, 


or any Expence, in order to ſhare of the 
Spoil, or delude their Countrymen. Had 


the Servants of B — 


obſerved this wiſe 


and Patriot Maxim, fince the A—D, 


a Country would, be at this Time as 


werfol as ſhe is otherwiſe;.and France as 


Toputan End to this Conference, which 
we hope will be the laſt on the preſent Sub- 


ject, I muſt freely declare, that the Con- 


duct of B — all along, has been ſuch 


as would deter us from entering into new 


Contracts with her, ſuppofing we thought 


her in earneſt. But as there is room for 
believing that all her late Buſtle and Out- 
cry are calculated to ſerve certain domęſticł 
Purpoſes, we defire to be excuſed from hav» 

ing any hand in countenancing miniſterial 
Colluſion. We have ſo augmented our 
Forces that we are in no Dread of France 


or any other Power, The Neutrality of 


the Netherlands is ſo much our Intereſt; 


are 


AY 


cba we, Hall. look upon thoſe whs Be 
Y mit Heſſilities in the Netherlands; ee 
mies to the Republick; and rent t 
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